
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1009March 20, 2001
West. You will get a pretty broad pic-
ture.

Let us compare some States. I picked
11 eastern States tonight in prepara-
tion for these comments. I picked 11
eastern States, and I picked 11 western
States to compare the amount of pub-
lic ownership and the amount of gov-
ernment land in the West compared to
government land in the East.

The State of Nevada. In the State of
Nevada, roughly 83 percent of the land
is owned by the government. Eighty-
three percent of the State of Nevada is
owned by the government versus the
State of New Jersey, which is only 3
percent. Three percent in the State of
New Jersey.

The State of Utah. Sixty-four percent
of the State of Utah is owned by the
government; in Maryland, just a little
over 2 percent; Utah, 64 percent. Mary-
land, just over 2 percent. Idaho. Sixty-
one percent of the State of Idaho is
owned by the government. In Delaware,
2 percent. Pennsylvania, 2 percent. In-
diana, 1.7 percent. Oregon, back to the
West again, 52 percent. Wyoming, 50
percent. Half of the State of Wyoming
is owned by the government. Arizona.
Almost half of the State of Arizona is
owned by the government. California.
Forty-five percent of the State of Cali-
fornia is owned by the government.
Colorado. Thirty-seven percent of the
State of Colorado is owned by the gov-
ernment. And, by the way, most of that
ownership is in my district.

In Ohio, less than 1.3 percent is
owned by the government. Massachu-
setts. Less than 1.3 percent of Massa-
chusetts is owned by the government.
Maine, less than a percent. New York,
less than a percent. Rhode Island, less
than half a percent. Connecticut, two-
tenths of a percent. On the other hand,
back to the West, New Mexico, 32 per-
cent; Washington, 28 percent; Montana,
28 percent.

So when one of my colleagues from
Massachusetts, where about 1 percent
of the State is owned by the govern-
ment, proposes legislation dealing with
a State like Nevada, which has 83 per-
cent of its land owned by the govern-
ment; or Alaska, Alaska is in the high
90s, I think 94 or 96 percent of Alaska is
owned by the government, it is nice to
understand these comparisons.

My point is this: we work as a team
back here, theoretically, in the United
States Congress. Not theoretically, we
really do. There are a lot of things we
agree on. A lot of people say to me,
gosh, back at the United States Capital
it is always Republicans and Demo-
crats, Republicans and Democrats. Al-
ways division. That is not necessarily
true. There are a lot of differences back
here between urban and rural, between
East and West, and I am here tonight
to try to explain the justification.

It is not evil that there are dif-
ferences between the East and the
West, but it is something that should
be understood. For us to do our jobs ef-
ficiently, for us to be Representatives
of the United States of America, we

need to understand some fundamental
differences brought about during the
early days of our country and the set-
tlement of our country. That is what I
hope my comments tonight have ac-
complished.

Now, I want to come back in a week
or so, and I want to spend an hour talk-
ing about the differences in water.
Water and the West. It is uniquely dif-
ferent than water in the East. The
water tastes the same, perhaps; but the
water laws and the allocation of water
and the amount of water and the impli-
cations of storage of water and the
power production of water, all of those
issues have factors that create a dif-
ferentiation between the East and the
West.

We clearly, in the West, are out-
numbered by those in the East. We
know this. It is like the same in my
district in Colorado. In my district in
Colorado, we have 80 percent of the
water resources, and 80 percent of the
population lives outside my district.
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We have to try and educate and work
with each other so that we truly can
have a team effort towards a common
goal. But many times in the West we
feel left out. And so my purpose in
speaking with Members this evening
and my purpose in speaking with them
next week about water is so that they
have a little clearer understanding of
why we get so energized here, why we
are so concerned when we talk about
something as fundamental to us, not
necessarily fundamental to you but
fundamental to our subsistence in the
West, such as government and public
lands, such as water.

I look forward, Mr. Speaker, to again
next week having a similar discussion
where we will focus on water. I think
Members will be impressed, they will
be surprised how much water is nec-
essary, I think about 1,500 gallons of
water to serve them a Big Mac, a
French fry and a malt. That is about
the water that is necessary to grow
that kind of food for them. The amount
of water that agriculture takes, we
never even think about, because you do
not think about how much water it
takes to get a Big Mac hamburger at
McDonald’s. You do not think how
much water it takes when you buy
hamburger buns at the grocery store.
You do not think how much water it
takes when you have the oak tree out-
side. It is a lot of water. The manage-
ment of that water is just as critical to
us as the management of public lands.

In conclusion, I would recommend, it
is fascinating, regardless of where you
live in the United States, it is fas-
cinating to read this book about the
transcontinental railroad, 1863 to 1869.
It is entitled ‘‘Nothing Like It in the
World,’’ Stephen Ambrose. Members
may remember, he wrote about the
Lewis and Clark exploration and so on.
It is fascinating. I would challenge
each of my colleagues to go out and get
this, and I would bet you that every

one of them in a couple of weeks will
say, wow, that is a great book. That
really gave me a perception and a
study of American history. I would also
recommend that any time you come
across a history teacher or a business
teacher, ask those instructors to
present this to their classes, to talk
about the difference that the trans-
continental railroad made in every-
thing from timekeeping in the United
States to the amount of federally and
government owned lands in the West
compared with government and pri-
vately owned lands in the East.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of per-
sonal business.

Ms. BROWN of Florida (at the request
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today and the
balance of the week on account of offi-
cial business.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on
account of official business.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (at the request of
Mr. GEPHARDT) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of official
business.

Mr. CANNON (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for the week of March 12 and
for March 19 and the balance of the
week on account of family health con-
cerns.

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina (at the
request of Mr. ARMEY) for today on ac-
count of inclement weather and can-
celed flights.
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SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. TIERNEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. SLAUGHTER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, for 5 minutes,

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BILIRAKIS) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. BIGGERT, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes,

today.
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